FROM VAPORWARE TO REAL WORLD: THE
CRYSTAL CABIN AWARDS, ANALYSED
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|zl ‘
The Crystal Cabin Awards, presented by the Hamburg Aviation Cluster at the Aircraft

Interiors Expo each April, showcase the passenger experience innovations that can make a
real difference to the future of commercial aviation.

Sometimes the core improvement of a year is a little thing — one of those innovations that makes
every flight just that little bit better, like Mohawk Air's stain-resistant carpet, which improves the
lifespan of the most trafficked material on the plane, or the Schneller AirFilm flex, a lightweight
decorative laminate created to cover complex curves, or easy-refit LED lighting systems like STG
Aerospace’s liTeMood or Cobalt’s Spectrum.
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software solution to stream to passengers’ devices.

These are, unfortunately, difficult to assess without being able to see or interact with the systems
concerned.

Thales Crystal Cabin Award PR Photo

Or it's a content innovation, like Turkish Airlines’ Invest Onboard system, a way to show IFE
content that we haven’'t seen before. Perhaps an airline will combine that idea with something like
El Al's startup incubator, which won an APEX Award last September.

e
R b " T O ey apout TS quite elegant evolution of Swiss’ design language and ca

alia B/E Super Diamond o
ie significant del oductic
Carn :;;::,'.‘ m: FURBRRRRS

Ll l&-_ -

S e at is eSsentially

any of\ today’s
A .
SalBAE xccutive First
\ also) argul be viewed as

Also more [

ore natural
nowledge t

\

engers COl

ORCOUISE.



https://i2.wp.com/www.runwaygirlnetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/unspecified10.jpg
https://i0.wp.com/www.runwaygirlnetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/unspecified.png
https://i2.wp.com/www.runwaygirlnetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/unspecified13.jpg

Zodiac’s Lifestyle Cabin

Sll Deutschland suggests a centre section of four 17-18” seats be cut down to three 20” seats plus
a storage compartment, notionally for senior citizens. It is unlikely that this is ever going to happen
inan e vironment where more seats are being squeezed into aircraft, not less.
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whether an innovation adds too many moving parts or too much additional complexity to a seat.

Turkish Airlines’ seat with fold down headrest
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Much more likely: the Reliant-Lite Thermoplastic Carbon‘ Composite Armrest Assembly, which is
basically an armrest made of plastic that doesn’t require afu inium internals, saving weight.

Of the university entries, as usual, the focus was on afi 'sky thinking that doesn’t match
with aviation reality. This is not quite so frustrating as;dv/hen it-comes from existing design houses
and component makers, as it's a great opportunity fér the Hamburg Aviation Cluster to encourage
young designers to look at the cabin. It would be“good to see greater industry involvement in the
future to create more realistic propos’als
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It seems logical to give top marks to the Lufthansa Technik Inductive Cooking platform, which
leverages the reduced-heat (and reduced flammability) home cooking technology for an airline

P-

ll-‘-
9

Innovint PED 3 sizes

© 2015-2026 50SKYSHADES.COM — Reproduction, copying, or redisig or commercial purposes is prohibited. 3



https://i1.wp.com/www.runwaygirlnetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/unspecified12.jpg
https://i0.wp.com/www.runwaygirlnetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/MultiSEP_2.jpg
https://i1.wp.com/www.runwaygirlnetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Innovint_PED_3-sizes.jpg

galley application with an integrated fume hood that also enables safe direct-heat cooking. This is
smart innovation.

Innovations

Among the e

Etihad Boeing 787 first class ,
; not just terrible
g it last year at

Teague, mean\
for passengers™ques
APEX.

Lightweight innovaflons conti

Zodiac Inflight

n-retracting, low
profile wirele '

Lufthansa : K-E ¥ ( palem isalso of note,
particularly given its i pile data link as
well as USB.

BoardConnect Portable

Elsewhere in the cabin, you'll find a new lightweig
1.5kg lighter than previous models, and the Flightwe
weight of previous models with a structure combining

et from Aircraft Cabin- Products,
nocking 5kg or 33 percent off the
erials and basalt.

4
m?ering faculty, uses a system
5751 seat, halving seatback depth

TU Delft’s indust
ucture in

The Zodiac F
of cables to

-
studio and Airbus’ AP. Works
on an Airbus A320.

mercial purpo


https://i1.wp.com/www.runwaygirlnetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/LHT_Inductive-Cooking-Platform.jpg
https://i2.wp.com/www.runwaygirlnetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/2Ku.jpg
https://i2.wp.com/www.runwaygirlnetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Kanar-PED-Pouch.jpg
https://i1.wp.com/www.runwaygirlnetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Etihad-B787-FC-image-02.jpg
https://i1.wp.com/www.runwaygirlnetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/BoardConnect-Portable_006_MG_1180PS.jpg
https://i2.wp.com/www.runwaygirlnetwork.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/unspecified11.jpg

The Living Bionic Partition

And the Zodiac DMS Bifold door cuts 25 percent weight and 75 percent of the number of parts
from the traditional lavatory door, as well as providing a rather more obvious place to push and pull
— something that | still notice passengers not immediately getting right today.

Wider cabin ambience also features strongly

Diehl Aerosystems is also showing its DIANA concept cabin, which is very attractive — except one
can’t help but note that the geometrical shapes are very reminiscent of the design language used
by Etihad’s Facets of Abu Dhabi branding.

Diehl's Dandelion projection and lighting system, however, is a great implementation of a really
fascinating concept that has a wide variety of use cases, from speeding up boarding to ancillary
advertising to cabin wayfinding during the night. B/E Aerospace’s Viu lighting system is also
impressive.
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